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POLICY  STATEMENT  adopted  unanimously  at  the  Annual  General 
Meeting  held  on  Saturday,  October  1st  1960. 


General  Background. 

Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  began  a  new  age  —  the  nuclear  age.  It  is 
an  age  in  which  the  trend  to  violence  has  increased  and  in  which 
international  power  politics  and  the  Cold  War  have  gambled  with  the 
continued  existence  of  man.  In  the  Nuclear  Age  no  partisan  philosophy 
or  ideology,  no  particular  creed,  can  gain  supremacy  by  force  of  arms. 
Yet  outworn  policies  of  “negotiation  through  strength”  of  the  “deterrent 
to  war”,  have  great  momentum,  and  “massive  retaliation”  is  still 
regarded  as  a  solution  to  the  present  impasse  in  agreement  between 
nations.  Our  creative  abilities,  knowledge  and  resources  are  organised 
for  suicide. 

The  Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disarmament  has  been  a  great  factor 
in  drawing  public  attention  to  the  consequences  of  nuclear  warfare.  The 
protest  of  the  Campaign  is  implicitly  as  much  on  behalf  of  fundamental 
human  rights  as  it  is  against  nuclear  weapons.  It  provides  a  means  by 
which  individuals  can  measure  up  against  the  powers  which  the  state  now 
holds  to  destroy  our  civilisation. 

During  fifteen  years  of  Cold  War  and  abortive  disarmament 
discussions,  nuclear  weapons  have  spread,  the  arms  race  has  reached 
alarming  proportions  and  the  balance  of  power  has  become  the  balance 
of  terror.  In  these  circumstances  the  claims  made  for  the  “great 
deterrent”  are  false.  Where  zones  of  influence  touch,  as  in  divided 
Germany,  nuclear  war  could  start  by  accident.  Neither  N.A.T.O.  nor  the 
Warsaw  Pact  countries  can  act  militarily  except  to  commit  suicide  on 
behalf  of  their  members  who  will  have  little  to  say  about  the  choice  for 
that  act  of  folly. 

Many  teachers  support  the  British  Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disarma¬ 
ment  which  stands  for  unilateral  abandonment  of  nuclear  weapons  no 
matter  what  any  other  power  may  do,  and  believe  that  this  would  bring 
no  military,  strategic  or  political  loss,  but  rather  moral,  political  and 
strategic  benefits  to  Britain  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  They  believe  that 
the  ultimate  aim  must  be  multilateral  disarmament,  the  dissolution  of  all 
exclusively  military  alliances  and  a  return  to  policies  based  on  the  Charter 
of  the  United  Nations.  In  addition  they  feel  that  Britain  must  support 
genuine  proposals  for  peace  made  by  the  statesmen  of  any  nation, 
welcome  the  holding  of  Summit  meetings  by  the  major  powers  and 
openly  oppose  the  production  of  nuclear  weapons  by  any  country. 

Other  teachers,  however,  who  are  also  gravely  concerned  about  the 
threat  of  nuclear  war,  stand  for  multilateral  disarmament  but  believe 
that  no  unilateral  action  by  Britain  should  be  taken  to  reach  it. 

The  Teachers’  Committee  for  Nuclear  Disarmament  holds  that  it  is 
both  possible  and  essential  that  colleagues  whose  emphasis  may  be 
different  but  whose  aim  is  the  same,  should  work  together  for  nuclear 
disarmament. 

The  Responsibility  of  Teachers. 

A  growing  body  of  teachers  feels  strongly  that  teachers  have  a 
particular  responsibility  in  this  matter  of  nuclear  warfare.  The  toxic 
products  in  the  fall-out  of  jijigj^^^xplosions  are  known  to  have  an 
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alarming  deleterious  effect  on  all  who  are  within  their  range.  It  has 
been  shown  that  children  are  particularly  vulnerable  as  they  absorb  these 
products  more  rapidly  than  adults.  Teachers  have  a  proud  record  of 
being  in  the  forefront  of  all  movements  for  the  protection  and  welfare 
of  children.  In  the  last  war  theirs  was  a  major  responsibility  in  the 
evacuation  of  schoolchildren  to  safety  areas.  There  can  be  no  safety 
areas  in  a  nuclear  war.  To  represent  that  present  plans  for  evacuation 
are  capable  of  execution  in  a  situation  where  four  minutes  would  appear 
to  be  the  maximum  warning  period,  is  dangerous,  even  criminal,  deceit. 

Teachers  generally  see  as  their  main  task  the  communication  of  all 
that  is  best  in  our  cultural  heritage  to  the  younger  generation  in  their 
care  and  to  lay  the  foundations  for  the  widest  extension  into  the  future. 
Teachers  cannot  stand  aside  and  allow  all  this  effort  to  be  threatened 
with  destruction,  but  must  call,  loudly,  on  the  general  public,  on  the 
parents  of  the  young  people  they  teach,  to  stand  with  them  in  demanding 
a  halt. 

The  evil  effects  of  an  atmosphere  of  Cold  War  and  of  violence  on 
the  behaviour  of  many  young  people,  especially  teenagers,  are 
particularly  disturbing  to  teachers.  Teachers  see  that  peace  and  the 
promotion  of  friendship  between  all  peoples  of  the  world  must  be 
essential  constituents  of  educational  curricula.  Teachers  more  than  any 
other  group  have  a  duty  to  ensure  a  future  for  the  rising  generation  —  a 
future  which,  without  the  nuclear  threat,  presents  such  a  vista  of 
invention,  abundance  and  prosperity  that  no  one  can  fail  to  be  thrilled 
at  the  prospect. 

The  Teachers’  Committee  for  Nuclear  Disarmament  feels  it  also 
to  be  its  duty  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  education  today  is  being 
starved  of  the  vital  resources  necessary  to  educate  the  nation’s  young 
people  satisfactorily.  A  reduction  in  the  burden  of  armaments 
expenditure,  which  would  rapidly  result  from  the  renunciation  of  nuclear 
weapons,  could  make  the  finance,  which  it  so  sorely  needs,  available  to  the 
education  service.  No  nation  can  remain  in  the  forefront  of  human 
progress  if  it  wastes  its  substance  so  liberally  on  weapons  of  mass 
destruction. 

The  Main  Tasks. 

The  Teachers’  Committee  for  Nuclear  Disarmament  sees  as  its 
main  tasks  in  the  immediate  future  :  — 

1.  Where  applicable,  to  work  in  general  cooperation  with  the 
Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disarmament  and  to  support  all 
measures,  from  whatever  quarter  they  come,  which  generally 
aim  at  removing  the  danger  of  nuclear  war. 

2.  To  bring  by  every  means  possible  a  wider  realisation  among 
members  of  the  teaching  profession  and  their  organisations  of 
their  particular  responsibility  in  the  matter  of  nuclear 
disarmament. 

3.  To  make  every  effort  to  establish  contact  with  teachers  in  other 
countries  with  similar  aims. 

4.  To  collaborate  closely  with  parents  and  all  others  concerned 
with  the  welfare  of  young  people  to  combat  the  menace  of 
nuclear  weapons. 


The  Teachers’  Committee  for  Nuclear  Disarmament  first  came 
into  being  early  in  1958,  being  formed  from  teachers  who  were 
deeply  concerned  over  the  threat  of  nuclear  war.  Support  for  the 
work  of  the  Committee  grew  rapidly  in  1959  and  1960  and  in 
October  1960  the  first  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  in  London 
when  the  Policy  Statement  (overleaf)  was  unanimously  adopted 
and  a  Committee  on  a  national  basis  elected. 

The  Committee  has  organised  a  contingent  of  teachers  in  the 
Aldermaston  March  each  year  and  carried  out  and  supported 
national  and  local  activities. 

Membership  of  the  organisation  is  open  to  any  educationist. 

Subscription  is  2/6  per  annum. 

The  Secretary  will  be  pleased  to  put  you  in  touch  with 
members  in  your  locality. 
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